
Veterinary Export Health 
Certification System 

(VEHCS) 
  https://pcit.aphis.usda.gov/pcit/ 



National Import Export Services 

 
• 6 District Service Centers 

• Oversight of import and 
export functions within 
district 
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Available Functionality 

• Login through USDA eAuthentication 
• Data entry using reference data and calendar tools 
• Templates to save data for reuse in new certificates 
• Excel XML Commodity upload for 

– Breeding/Rearing Cattle 
– Feeder Cattle 
– Swine 

• Selectable Certification Statements (IREGS) 
 
 

 



Available Functionality 
• Accredited Veterinarians (AV) submit VEHCS defined Export Health 

Certificates for: 
– Adult Poultry, Cattle, Day Old Chicks, Hatching Eggs, Horses and Swine 

shipping to Canada 
– Day Old Chicks and Hatching Eggs shipping to Guatemala  

• AVs submit VEHCS formatted (Universal) Export Health Certificates 
for: 
– Birds (non-poultry) and Poultry (ducks, geese and turkeys) to China 
– Equine Semen and Sheep to Costa Rica 
– Laboratory Animals (any) to Ecuador 
– Poultry to Honduras 
– Bovine Semen to Kenya 
– Birds (non-poultry) and Poultry (land fowl and water fowl) to Taiwan 

• Veterinary Services review and endorse Export Health Certificates 
 

 
 



Available Functionality (cont.) 

• Self Registration and User Management for 
External Organizations 

• Expiration Alerts for AV’s License and 
Accreditation  



Goal of VEHCS 

• Standardize collecting exported live animal data 
• Create a standard, globally accepted export 

health certificate 
• Replace manual processes with electronic 
• Enhance policy enforcement and quality control 
• Enable Accredited Veterinarians and USDA 

Veterinarians to expedite communications 
• Establish a database for analytics and reporting 
 
 

 



 
 

VEHCS Workflow 
 

• The USDA accredited veterinarian electronically submits the health 
certificate and supporting documentation. 

• The appropriate VS personnel reviews the information submitted 
and once found to be complete and accurate, the health certificate 
can be “endorsed” and fees collected.  

• The health certificate can be signed digitally or a hard copy printed 
and then physically signed and stamped.  

• A copy of the final health certificate can be viewed by an external 
viewer. 





Complete digital certification – cattle through the following 4 ports: 

1. Sweetgrass, MT/Coutts, AB 
2. Eastport, ID/Kingsgate, BC 
3. Sumas, WA/Abbotsford-Huntington, BC 
4. Oroville, WA/Osoyoos, BC 

 
38 Certificates in 2016 



To submit to USDA APHIS VS for endorsement, the issuing accredited veterinarian must check 
the two statements: 

• By submission of this certificate, I certify that the information presented is accurate 
and I legally sign this document. I also acknowledge that any applicable fees will be 
charged upon endorsement and completion of this certificate. 

• I have uploaded the appropriate lab results on the Attachments screen as applicable. 
 



Sample of Signatures 
Electronic signature by issuing accredited veterinarian & 
Digital signature by USDA endorsing official 





Certificate Viewer  
accessible to anyone with specific information 
on the paper health certificate, to be used for 

verification of authenticity 



Must have specific information to use the function: 
1. Certificate Number 
2. Date Issued 
3. Complete a ‘security check’ (input unique text that 

appears distorted) 
 



COMMODITY_TYPE NUM_OF_CERTS
Adult Poultry 3,684

Aquatic Animals 7
Cattle 1,053

Day Old Chicks 216
Equine Semen 69
Hatching Eggs 821

Horses 4,083
Sw ine 125

Overall - Total 10,058

 
System usage as of July 1, 2016 



 
System usage as of July 1, 2016 

DESTINATION_COUNTRY COMMODITY_TYPE COMMODITY_INTENDED_USE NUM_OF_CERTS QUANTITY
Canada Adult Poultry Immediate Slaughter 3,684 36,436,002
Canada Aquatic Animals Aquarium/Outdoor Holding Units-Private/Commercial 7 36
Canada Cattle Breeding/Rearing 998 6,672
Canada Cattle Circus/Exhibition 55 513
Canada Day Old Chicks 114 2,215,864
Canada Equine Semen Breeding/Rearing 69 173
Canada Hatching Eggs 728 183,878,680
Canada Horses Breeding/Rearing 1,452 7,347
Canada Horses Competition and Racing 2,021 4,770
Canada Horses Immediate Slaughter 609 18,339
Canada Horses 1 1
Canada Sw ine Breeding/Rearing 125 12,316

Guatemala Day Old Chicks 102 1,999,577
Guatemala Hatching Eggs 93 7,626,240

10,058Overall - Total



VEHCS Next Steps 
• Pilot project with Canada to allow digital signature 
• Allow accredited veterinarians to print health finalized 

certificates with digital signature/endorsement 
• Finalize agreement to allow VEHCS for export of slaughter 

horses to Mexico 
• WTO notification for use with additional trading partners. 
• Work with partner countries to expand the commodities 

in VEHCS and acceptance of digital signature. 
 
 





Questions… 
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