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• The federal dam and reservoir 
projects Columbia and Snake River 
basins are the largest regional 
hydropower generators and produce 
a majority of high power 
transmission in the region. 

  
• BPA is a self funded federal agency 

governed by multiple federal 
statutes with a mission to provide 
low cost electricity to the Pacific 
Northwest, particularly for its 
preference customers, which are 
non-profit public utilities and 
cooperatives that serve domestic 
and rural consumers.  
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• By providing multiple values to the region and helping to support 

regional goals for reducing use greenhouse gases, BPA provides  
low cost hydroelectricity and reliability/integration of other 
renewables.  

• West coast states have increasingly ambitious goals to meet 
electricity demands through carbon-free resources.  Those 
resources, primarily wind and solar, must be accompanied by 
reliable generation (or storage) that has the operating flexibility to 
both support the natural variability of wind and solar, as well as 
respond to events on the grid.  Options to meet this need include 
natural gas generation, large scale storage, and existing 
Northwest hydro generation.  

• The CRSO EIS represents a comprehensive look at these 
operations and how they intersect and interconnect with all of 
these important resources and climate change.    
 

 

                         Value of the federal system 



B O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

NWF et., al., V. NMFS et., al. 
Judge Simon’s Order  

– June 2016 
 

New Biological Opinions 
– December 2018 Based on invalidated FCRPS NMFS 2014 BioP 
– Potentially, NEW BiOp concurrent with conclusion of a NEPA process in 

2021 
 

New Columbia River System Operations EIS 
– Corps, Reclamation, and Bonneville are co‐leads for developing the 

Columbia River System Operations (CRSO) Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) process, launched in fall 2016.  

– EIS will look at long‐term system operations, and evaluate the potential 
environmental and socioeconomic impacts of a reasonable range of 
alternatives on flood risk management, water supply for irrigation, municipal 
and industrial uses, power generation, navigation, fish and wildlife 
conservation, water quality and recreation. 

– Status report to court November 2017. 
– Draft EIS March 2020 
– Final EIS March 2021 
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CRSO EIS – status 
 
 

• Lead agencies completing “purpose 
and need” scope for EIS. 
 

• State, tribal and other federal 
agencies confirming their service as 
“co-operating agencies.” 
 

• Initial development of potential 
alternatives has begun. 
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• U.S. District Court ordered updated 
analysis under the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 
  

• Corps, Reclamation, and Bonneville 
are co-leads for developing the 
CRSO EIS process. 
  

• Issues include flood risk 
management, irrigation, power 
generation, fish and wildlife, 
navigation, recreation, dam 
breaching, and cultural resources. 
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Questions? 

Resources: 
 
http://www.crso.info/ 
https://www.salmonrecovery.gov/ 
 
 

http://www.crso.info/
https://www.salmonrecovery.gov/
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