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Calgary Herald Sunday Feb 22, 2009 

It’s all about education about energy sources and our use of energy 

Globe and Mail, 2010 
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Core Business: The Oil Sands 
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Oil Sands Production Methods 

 

In Situ Example: Steam Assisted Gravity Drainage  (80% of resource) 

Mining (2% of area, 20% of resource) 



Mining  SAGD In-situ 

Ore is close to surface (<200 m) Ore is deeper 

Intensive land-use Extensive land-use 

High yield per disturbed hectare Lower yield 

High capital demands ($12-16 B) Lower capital ($3-5 B) 

Access to H2O  2-3.5 bbl/bbl Approx 0.5 bbl/bbl 

Land Disturbance & tailings 

ponds 

Higher GHG per bbl; Cumulative 

effects 



My typical day at Suncor - List of Challenges 

• Dirty Oil  many misconceptions in public 

 - Fastest growing source of GHG 

 - Toxic emissions  

 - Little / no reclamation 

• Impact on boreal forest; impact on wildlife habitat 

• Tailings Ponds   > 

• Athabasca River impacts > 

• Downstream health   > 

• No GHG Target or Federal regs 

• Market Access – concerns about P/L & rail 
– Keystone XL 

– Northern Gateway 

– Line 9 & Energy East 

– Shipping by rail increasing across North America 

• Renewable spending – small % of total capital? 

• “No regulations” in Alberta 

• Economic & Social protests – Neil Young, Leonardo DiCaprio, Desmond Tutu  

• Etc, etc 

 

• Canadian navel gazing in media? 

Water Use – fundamental 

 to OS operations 



Energy Literacy 

• Low interest in energy matters (except NIMBY) 

– Regional vs. national 

• Energy companies are not: 

 - good at responding to reports 

 - good at writing headlines 

 - good at getting our “story” out 

 - not seen as trustworthy 
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Relative GHG  performance – all countries have an impact 
 

 

EU Power Generation vs. Oil Sands 

GHG Emissions  

(1) The area of each circle is proportional to the jurisdiction’s greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions. The circles of the two maps are comparable. 

(2) Sources: Canadian Ministry of the Environment; European Environment 
Agency. Graphic reproduced from  Natural Resources Canada. 

(1) Sources: U.S. Department of Energy (Energy Information Agency) and 
Environment Canada. 

US Coal-fired Generation vs. Oil Sands 

GHG Emissions  
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Most Campaigns call for changes to our energy system  
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We are in the midst of a transition 

away from fossil fuels, but it will 

take a long time 

Cf.  50 years horse  rails 

       60 years  candles  gas  
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Engage 

Frame 

Provoke 

Leverage 

Awareness – This is 

important to you 

Argument – This is 

what’s going on 

Judgement – This is 

who’s guilty 

Sanction– We must 

punish / shame them 

As one Greenpeace member stated:  

“[Targeting brands] was like discovering 

gunpowder for environmentalists” 

A Generic view on (anti) Brand Campaign 

Original & Provocative 

Plausible 

Emotional response 

Clear Call to Action 
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I’ve always believed the best conversations start by listening to the other 

person’s point of view. And though we may not agree on everything, we must 

agree on this: no one has a monopoly on good ideas. With a commitment to 

excellence and innovation, together we can build the sustainable energy future 

we all desire. 

 

  - Steve Williams, 2012 Suncor Report on Sustainability 

External Conversations – getting past “us & them” 

Instead of trying to prove who is right and who is wrong, we need to work 

together on practical solutions.  Simply put, there is no room for villains or 

heroes when we are looking at our collective energy future. 

 

  - Steve Williams, 2014 Suncor Report on Sustainability 

We also know that energy, in all its forms, is essential to human progress. It 

provides mobility, heats our homes and schools, and generates jobs and 

economic growth. Energy is the bedrock of the developed world. In the 

developing world, it can mean the difference between health and sickness. 

 - Steve Williams, 2015 Suncor Report on Sustainability 

 



Heiltsuk First Nation 

http://www.nwf.org/Global-Warming/Policy-Solutions/Climate-and-Energy/Dirty-Fuels/Tar-Sands.aspx
http://environmentaldefence.ca/
http://www.cwf-fcf.org/en/
http://www.livingoceans.org/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/get-involved/companions-communities/
http://www.oakfnd.org/
http://www.ccrd-bc.ca/images/managecontent/-149518e1c29044.gif
http://www.rand.org/
http://www.aei.org/
http://www.rff.org/
http://www.brookings.edu/
http://www.americanprogress.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sierra_Club.png
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Collaborative efforts 

• COSIA   Canada’s Oil Sands Innovation Alliance    

• www.cosia.ca 

• 13 companies collaborating on environmental performance 

 

• Boreal Leadership Council 

• protect at least 50% of the Boreal region  

• state-of-the-art stewardship practices in the remaining landscape 

• Issues include FPIC, Caribou, Shale Gas 

 

• The Energy Futures Lab 

• Alberta-based, multi-sector collaboration designed to help shape Alberta’s 
energy future; 

 

• Canada’s Ecofiscal Commission 

• Recommend policies which include economic and environmental 
considerations. 

• Support for setting carbon prices  

 

 

 

 

http://www.cosia.ca/


Fossil Fuel Divestment and Stranded Assets 

• 350.org led by author Bill McKibben, Fossil Free is a campaign which encourages campuses to 

divest from all fossil fuels from endowments and pensions funds.  

• The genesis of the campaign is based on frustration with slow progress on climate change action. 

 

• Critics of the campus fossil fuel divestment campaigns suggest that there are more effective ways 

for colleges and universities to address climate change  

– focus on create and share knowledge.  

• Worth considering that almost 85% of the world’s oil reserves are controlled by national oil 

companies that are almost entirely immune to the threat of divestment. 

 

• Fundamental to contributing constructively to the climate change debate is knowledge, specifically 

an understanding of where energy comes from now and how we’ll meet our energy needs in the 

future.  
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