
OBTAINING AND FINANCING NEW WATER 

RIGHTS IN A BUCKET-FOR-BUCKET ERA 







• Storage 

• Transfers 

• Mitigation 

January water availability for storage 

Groundwater areas of concern 





 Additional public 

interest standards 

relating to 

sensitive, 

threatened and 

endangered fish 

species 

 Affects eight 

basins 

 

     Upper Columbia 



 Obtaining water rights 

can be: 

• Complex 

• Time-consuming 

• Expensive  



 Establish clear processes and standards 

 Consider tools to facilitate transactions 

 Continue OWRD role as partner 




