
Local Climate Change 
Preparation: 

Portland’s plan for a resilient future 



LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP 





Climate Change Preparation Planning 

• Infrastructure and the Built Environment 

• Natural Systems 

• Health and Human Services 

 



Portland’s Primary Risks 

Hotter, drier summer with more high-heat days 

High Temperatures 



Portland’s Primary Risks 

Hotter, drier summer with more high-heat days 

Drought Wildfire 



Portland’s Primary Risks 
Warmer winters with more intense rain events 

Floods Landslides 



Key Actions: Keep doing what we’re doing 



Key Actions: Get ahead of some coming impacts 



Key Actions: Monitoring and research 



Key Actions: Apply climate preparedness to new arenas 



Key Actions: Prioritize vulnerable communities 



Vulnerability to Urban Heat 

Indicator Urban Heat 

Adults over 65  

Youth under 18  

Persons below 50% Poverty Line  

Adults without a High School Degree  

Communities of Color  

Obesity (BMI)  

Language other than English spoken at home  

Adults over 65 living alone  

Voter turnout  

In-home air conditioning  



Heat + Vulnerability = “Priority Hot Spots” 

Source: Sustaining Urban Places Research Lab, Portland State University 



Priority Hot Spots 

Source: Sustaining Urban Places Research Lab, Portland State University 



Multifamily Development Code Update 
Base case Prototype A 

 
Prototype B 

 
Prototype C 

 

    
 

Source: Dr. Shandas and Dr. Makido, Sustaining Urban Places Research Lab, Portland State University 



portlandoregon.gov/bps/climate 


